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Nov. 27, 1995
EXPERT ON WOMEN’S PSYCHOLOGY SPEAKS AT UM 
MISSOULA -
An internationally acclaimed social scientist credited with bringing women’s perspectives 
into psychological theory and women’s lives into research on human development will speak at 
The University of Montana—Missoula on Wednesday, Dec. 6.
Carol Gilligan of Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education will present 
"Women’s Psychology and Girls’ Development" at 8 p.m. in the Urey Lecture Hall as part of the 
1995-96 President’s Lecture Series. Co-sponsored by the UM Women’s Studies Program,
Gilligan’s presentation is free and open to the public.
Gilligan has penned countless articles on subjects ranging from psychological development 
to feminism. She has written seven books, including "In a different voice: Psychological theory 
and women’s development," which was translated into nine different languages and is widely used 
in UM classrooms. In that book she introduced the idea that women and girls engage in moral 
reasoning that is different from that of men and boys. Previously, theories about moral 
development had been based primarily on studies involving males.
Bari Burke, a UM law professor and acting director of the Women’s Studies Program, 
describes Gilligan’s work as interdisciplinary. Gilligan’s research has been incorporated into a 
host of classes at UM, ranging from philosophy and psychology to education and law.
"She gave this wonderful foundation for all of us to examine her work and bring it into our
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own disciplines," Burke said. Gilligan’s theories are reflected in constitutional and family law and 
have changed thinking in philosophy and ethics, she noted.
UM philosophy Professor Ray Lanfear said he has used Gilligan’s books for years in his 
classes "to raise the consciousness of women who are there and give the opportunity for men in the 
class to learn a lot more about the women’s voices."
UM psychology department Chair Lynne Koester also teaches Gilligan’s theories in her 
psychology courses. "I certainly incorporate her perspectives when I teach developmental 
psychology," she said.
Gilligan completed her undergraduate work in literature and history at Swarthmore College 
and earned her master’s degree from Radcliffe College before entering Harvard as a graduate 
student in clinical psychology.
From 1992 to 1994, Gilligan served as Pitt Professor of American History and Institutions 
at the University of Cambridge in England. She has been a member of the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education faculty since 1971.
Gilligan founded the Harvard Project on Women’s Psychology and Girls’ Development to 
connect women’s psychology with girls’ development and initiate a series of projects involving 
girls and women. In recent years the project’s work has focused on racial, cultural and class 
differences.
A book that Gilligan is writing, "Recovering psyche: A psychology of love," will report 
the findings of a new Harvard Project study, "Understanding Adolescents: A Study of Urban 
Teens Considered to be At-Risk."
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"It’s a really unique opportunity for a community the size of Missoula to have someone of 
her stature and impact on the field come and share her thoughts with us," Koester said.
m
Contact: Richard Drake, lecture series organizer, 243-2981; Lynne Koester, 243-4379; Bari 
Burke, 243-2104 or 243-4252; and Ray Lanfear, 243-2392. Carol Gilligan can be reached at (617) 
495-1962. Gilligan will arrive in Missoula Tuesday, Dec. 5.
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